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December 26, 2021 

 

Parishioners 

Transfiguration Catholic Church 

1815 Blackwell Road NE 

Marietta, GA  30066-2911 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Once again, I have a chance to say thank you!  I have just received a check dated 12/16/21 in the amount 

of an incredible $12,511.13 to The Lingap Children’s Foundation, representing the proceeds from the 

weekend of October 2 and 3 second collection taken on our behalf, plus some monthly online donations! 

 

I hope you will recall, that since the Board of Directors and I pay all administrative fees, 100% of your 

contribution will go directly to the benefit of the children.  Nothing will go to overheads.  I want to add 

that your support means as much or more to me personally as it does to the kids.  As I have mentioned to 

you in the past, your continued interest and belief in what we are doing means everything.   

 

The timing of this donation is simply amazing.  You may have heard that on Thursday, December 16, (the 

same day your check was sent) Super Typhoon Rai (locally called Odette) roared ashore in the central 

Philippines (known as the Visayas, which includes the island of Cebu), with sustained winds in excess of 

160 MPH and gusts over 200!!  (A super typhoon is equivalent to a category 5 hurricane in the U.S.)  Its 

path was directly over the Lingap Center.  It was a terrifying day and night for the kids and staff, who said 

that it sounded like a herd of horses running on the roof for hours!  I was so happy that we were also able 

to provide food and shelter to 20 or 25 people who had no place else to go.  But thank God, who was 

clearly watching over us, we only lost most (if not all) of the trees on our campus.  None of the Lingap 

kids or staff was injured and there was only minimal damage to our facilities such as a few broken 

windows.  The rest of the island and most of the central Visayas, suffered extensive damage but due to 

limited communications ability, I don’t yet know the full extent of it.  They will be without electricity for 

weeks or months to come, not to mention probable food shortages.  Many, many prayers are needed.   

 

I would again like to say thank you for your help.  It came at just the right time and it will really help us 

to begin putting things back together.  You have no idea how much your help means to us, especially 

during the Christmas season.  Thank you all.  I wish you and your families a very Happy New Year!  

 

Sincerely, 

 
John Drake 

 

CC:  Fr. Eric Hill 

http://www.lingapcenter.org/

