
Today’s Gospel 

Read "Celebrating Sundays for Catholic Families" for October 9, 2022  

Gather around your family prayer space.  

All pray the Sign of the Cross 

Lord, our God, you sent your Son into the world to live with us, as one of us, to heal, to teach, to 

make us holy and to proclaim the good news of the coming of the Kingdom. Help us to do what Je-

sus did, to bring joy and life wherever we go, to lift up the suffering and to tell others about Jesus. We 

ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Using the Bible, invite a family member to read the Gospel aloud. 

Discuss:  

How did Jesus respond to these people who no one would go near? Imagine the courage it 

must have taken for the lepers to call out to Jesus. 

 

Having experienced God’s blessing, one leper immediately expressed his thanks. When do 

you give thanks to God? Do you think the nine who didn’t return were grateful? (Are there 

times when you take the good works and care of others for granted?) 

Leprosy was a disease that resulted in people becoming outcasts of the community. Who 

are the outcasts in our society? In our schools, communities, neighborhoods? 

How can we thank God for his great love? 

Scripture Insights 
Leprosy was a skin disease with open sores. Since people didn’t know if it was contagious, lepers were 

forced out of the community. It was a common belief among Jews of the time that if you had leprosy 

or any other medical condition, God was punishing you for your sins. Lepers were considered terrible 

sinners. The story continues with Jesus telling the lepers to go and show themselves to the priests. Priests 

were the only ones who could confirm that a leper had been healed and allowed back into the com-

munity. 

Not everyone responds in the same way to the merciful actions of God. The man who was cleansed 

was a foreigner, a Samaritan, yet he returned to express his gratitude and his recognition of the saving 

power of God. Ten lepers were healed by Jesus, nine missed the opportunity to grow in their relation-

ship with God. Jesus gave the ten lepers the gift of healing and health so they could be restored to life 

in their community. Our blessings are not meant to be kept to ourselves but for the benefit of everyone 

around us. 
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Practice of Faith 
(choose one activity for your family) 
 
1. Discuss: Imagine you are one of the lepers in this Gospel story. What was your life like as a leper? 

How did Jesus change your life? How did you react to being healed? Why did or didn’t you return 

to thank him? Make a list of things for which you are thankful. Spend some time thinking and ex-

pressing gratitude. When you are at Mass, listen for all the moments in which we give thanks. Are 

there moments you hadn’t noticed before? How does your experience of gratitude help you par-

ticipate in the Mass more fully? 

 

2. Today, leprosy is also known as Hansen’s disease. Learn more about St. Damien and his ministry of 

working with people, especially children, who suffered from leprosy. He lived and worked on Molo-

kai, one of the Hawaiian Islands. www.catholicsaints.org. There is also a video on FORMED, https://

watch.formed.org/may-10-st-damien-of-molokai, and a couple of videos for younger children on 

YouTube. 

3. This Gospel speaks of Jesus’ compassion for those are ill and cast out from the larger community. 

Decide as a family how you can imitate Jesus’ example. Make a greeting card for the homebound 

in our parish community. Contact Liana, our Ministry of Care coordinator, lvalen-

tinscott@transfiguration.com, to see if there someone who may need light yard work or help with 

household chores, a meal, a care package with treats or just enjoy a visit. 

 

4. Stories of Healing—Adapt depending on the number of people and ages in your family. Assign 

each member one Gospel writer and look for healing stores. Spend time talking about why the 

Gospel writers included these healing stories. Discuss the possible reasons for these stories. What are 

they meant to teach about Jesus? 

End your at home session with prayer 

“In all circumstances, give thanks., for this is the will of God for 

you in Christ Jesus.” 1Thessalonians 5:18 

Name anyone who needs prayer, reply, “Lord, hear our prayers.” 

Close with the Sign of the Cross. 
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